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THE PUBLIC-SCHOOL BOY.' 



" N<me of u8 livetk to himself 



I HAVE been requested, my Christian 
friends, to address to you a few words 
of sacred exhortation. A great many 
topics suggest themselves, and I scarcely 
know which to select as the most suit- 
able to the occasion and to the audience 
which I see before me. It. is always 
an aflfecting thing, especially to one who, 
like myself, has mixed with boys from 
his own boyhood, has scanned their 
character, has watched them day by 
day, as they have expanded like young 
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plants in a vigorous soil, or, alas 1 have 
sometimes become stunted and withered 
from noxious influences, to be present 
at such a gathering as this is. One 
cannot help sympathizing with the high- 
minded Christian instructors who, at 
the conclusion of each School Term, 
part, from some of their pupils never 
to be connected with them henceforth 
in a similar relation, and from all of 
their pupils for a season. The former 
are to have their principles tested in 
the great world of mankind generally ; 
the latter are to have them tested in 
the smaller field of home. Will these 
(say they) whom we have loved so well, 
assist in leavening the world with g09d, 
will they carry on their habits of honor- 
able, truthful obedience in the domestic 
circle ; or will they, on the other hand, 
forget what manner of persons we de- 
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sired them to be, and wrought and 
prayed that they might be ? And then 
one sympathizes with the generous 
Christian boys, such as I believe our 
English Public Schools, and those 
which, as this does, partake of their 
tone, have, under God's blessing, a 
tendency to produce. There they are — 
rejoicing, as indeed they are fairly en- 
titled to do, that their season of relax- 
ation is at hand ; rejoicing, those who 
are about to receive prizes, that they 
will carry home a well-earned reward ; 
rejoicing, many of those who have not 
succeeded, that they cannot accuse 
themselves of want of diligence. 

" Win shall I not, but do my best to. win : 
Young as I am, yet would I do my best," 

is the sentiment which some who hear 
me will remember is put by our noble 
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poet Tennyson into the mouth of the 
youthful aspirant after knightly prowess. 
It is as pleasant as it is true to nature 
and to poetic justice, to find him record- 
ing afterward, when the time of combat 
came on, 

** Then Sir Lavaine did well and worshipfully . '* 

One sympathizes also with the Chris- 
tian parents of these boys. They live 
over again, in a few short minutes, the 
struggles and the triumphs of their 
own boyhood, and blend with the plea-* 
sures of hope, which the scene before 
them suggests, the pleasures of many 
memories* 

But I must not dwell upon this. I 
turn rather to my younger friends ; first, 
to congratulate them on their position 
here ; and then, as one who has trodden 
their path before them, and has long 
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acted as a guide to those who are tread- 
ing that patli, to warn them of a few of 
their responsibilities. 

It is usual, as people grow older, to 
lament that things grow worse. So 
far as Schools are concerned, I cannot 
say that I am inclined to join in this 
cry. There is, depend upon it, at the 
present day, a much greater feeling of 
confidence between the teacher and the 
taught, than used to exist aforetime. 
The master no longer considers boys 
merely in the mass, as so many units 
to be drilled and trained to a certain 
outward conformity. He regards them 
with tender and discriminating care, 
studies the peculiarities of each, adapts 
his mode of access to each heart, and 
by a word in season, and by showing 
that he has himself felt the temptations 
and difficulties from which he would 
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guard his younger brother, both arrests 
his attention and gains his love. And 
this is especially effected where, as I 
know is the case here, the master has 
the opportunity of joining with his 
boys in the services of the Church, 
of practically showing them that he, 
with them, has daily sins, negligences, 
and ignorances to confess to his hea- 
venly Father, daily pardon to implore 
through his Saviour's merits, and daily 
aid to require, in order that he may 
fulfil his calling. This is that "one 
touch of nature " which " makes akin 
the worlds " of the boy and the master. 
There is no longer the great gulf between 
them which existed when the master 
was supposed to have no tendency to 
go wrong, the boy to be unlikely 
to go right, unless he were positively 
coerced. 
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Another great improvement is this : 
the frequent opportunity which a School 
chapel presents of addressing boys on 
the trials and diflSculties of School life 
in a congregation consisting of none but 
themselves. No doubt, in ordinary con- 
gregations, boys may, if they are at- 
tentive, hear much that will profit them. 
But in a School chapel they may be 
told, and told in language unmistake- 
able, of what relates to themselves and 
to themselves only. They may be 
warned how this or that little sin, as 
it is called, may be the parent 'of 
greater sins — ^how a neglected prayer, 
or a careless word, or an unkind blow, 
or an advantage unfairly taken, or an 
evasion of truth, may lead to serious 
evils bye-and-bye. They may be shown 
that what could not perhaps be noticed 
as a School fault, is really highly blame^ 
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able at a higher tribunal; and they 
may be led, in the quietness of the 
few minutes during which a School 
sermon lasts, to examine themselves 
before Him from whom no secrets of 
the heart can possibly veil them- 
selves. 

Thus much for the relation of the 
Master to his Boys. It follows, almost 
of course, that the boys . are in their 
turn more generously and heartily dis- 
posed towards their master than they 
used to be. That, believing him to 
know them thoroughly, and to be 
thoroughly in earnest in his labours 
for them, they have become more can- 
did, more unreserved in their relations 
to him — in fact, more real and more true. 
It is, I firmly believe, quite an exception, 
in the present day, to find, at least in 
the upper ranks of awell-ordered School, 
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an instance of unfaithfulness to trust, or 
of untruthfulness in word. The miser- 
able and mean artifices which boys used 
to take, the shufiling and paltry equi- 
vocations to which they would unblush- 
ingly resort, have now almost entirely 
disappeared; and if, as of course is 
sometimes the case, a boy has trans- 
gressed, he would generally, I am sure, 
far rather submit to the penalty, than 
palliate it by an excuse, or cover it by 
a lie. And not the least cheering part 
of the matter is, that, supposing a boy 
to have presumed upon the confidence 
reposed in him by his master, and to 
have practised a successful deceit, it not 
unfrequently hap])ens that he is com- 
pelled by the moral sense of the society, 
or, in plain words, by the scorn and 
contempt of his School-fellows, to come 
and declare himself, and become his 
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own accuser. Thank God, the days 
are passing away, 

** When honor rooted in dishonor stood 
And faith unfaithful kept boys falsely true " 

— to evil. 

Some persons may call all this a feel- 
ing of public spirit. I believe, my 
young friends, that it is something 
deeper — that it is a feeling of conscien- 
tious responsibility; or, at any rate, that, 
by God's gracious influence, which is 
ever ready to descend into the willing 
and obedient heart, it may be ripened 
into it. pray that it may be so 
ripened! So the honest, truthful, can- 
did boy will develope into the Christian 
man. 

But while I congratulate you on these 
advantages, or rather, bid you be thank- 
ful that the general tone of Schools is so 
raised at the present day, I must not 
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omit to remind you that every one of 
you has grave^duties to perform — first to 
his School-fellows at present, and then 
to the world bye and bye. First, each 
of you is bound to educate his School- 
fellows, and to educate them well. Do 
not be startled at this ; for, when you 
have heard what I mean by the expres- 
sion, you will see at once that, whether 
you will or no, whether you intend it or 
not, you are already doing it constantly. 
I want you to do it well. Observe 
me, then, I mean by good education, 
not merely the teaching so much 
Greek or Latin, or the inculcating such 
and such a liberal accomplishment; I 
mean also the bringing out the better 
faculties and dispositions which are 
within a person, the giving them, so to 
speak, a good turn, the supplying them 
with good objects, the training them to 



14 '' THE PUBLIC-SCHOOL BOY." 

high and heavenly things. And I mean 
by bad education the very reverse of 
this, the checking what is good in a 
person, and the encouraging what is 
bad. Well, if this is what is meant by 
education, you will see how very much 
of it depends upon the influence which 
boys exercise one upon another ; that it 
is going on every moment that they are 
in each other's society — in the play- 
ground, as well as in lessons, during 
leisure, as well as in the hours of serious 
business; that it is being communi- 
cated by the word, by the look and 
glance even, as well as by positive acts. 
Do you doubt for an instant what I 
say? Ask yourselves, I entreat you, 
where or how did you learn that worse 
than idle phrase ? how did you acquire 
that foolish or expensive taste? where 
did you pick up that scoffing way of 
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talking of God or of holy things ? what 
made you think it fine or manly to 
speak or act in such and such a way, 
although at one time, for God^s Spirit 
whispered it in your hearts, you knew 
these things to be wrong? Surely not 
the example or precept of your teachers 
— surely not the example or precept of 
your parents 1 They have been ever lift- 
ing up holy hands to God for you, and 
praying and striving that you might be 
otherwise. You have been influenced 
more or less by the companions among 
whom you have been thrown ; and they 
certainly, though perhaps not inten- 
tionally, have been educating you in 
evil. 

And so it is on the other side. What 
has, under God's blessing, been the 
occasion at least of much that is good 
in you? Surely, I say again, not 
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merely the eflforts of your instructors ! 
They cannot, with all their care, be 
always with you; their influence can 
only reach you occasionally, afiect 
you here and there. It has been, in 
more instances than can be numbered, 
the silent yet certain action of some 
good companion's example, and the 
high tone which he has preserved. I 
do not mean, mark you, the directly 
pious words which he has uttered ; but 
I mean his general consistency of con- 
duct — ^his abhoiTcnce of what is wrong 
— his not being ashamed to have it 
known that, with all his openness and 
daring of character, there is something 
which he dares not do — sin wilfully 
against God or his conscience, or lend 
himself to be a minister of evil. He 
has not been aware, perhaps, all the 
while, how much he has been doing, or 
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how he has been reproducing himself, 
as it were, in the younger persons 
around him; he has been thinking 
mainly of doing his own duty, and of 
fighting his own battle valiantly under 
Christ's banner; but, to carry on the 
same military metaphor, the regular 
step, the soldierly bearing, the correct- 
ness of one young warrior, have in- 
fluenced the whole line of his comradea 
As he moves, so move they. He is, in 
many respects, their educator. 

You see now what I mean. Every 
one of you, my young friends, is, or 
may be, a trainer of his brother to good, 
or alas 1 a trainer of him to evil. By 
the very constitution of your nature 
you are, in early youth, materially 
affected by example. You learn from 
it, so far as your internal characters are 
concerned, much mora than you learn 



18 



from books — much more than you learri 
from direct instruction by your teachers. 
And by your example, again, you do 
much more than books, or than your 
instructors can do. let this thougfit, 
then, be ever present in your minds: 
" God has made me my brother's 
keeper; given me a power over his 
soul. Am I using that gift right? 
Do I carefully — do I habitually so 
guard my words and acts that he may 
learn nothing but what is good from 
me? Or am I, on the other hand, so 
indifferent as to what I say and do, that 
he will have to trace to me, bye and bye, 
perhaps that scoff at Scripture which 
abides lastingly on his memory, taint* 
ing by its evil influences what might 
have been his happiest moments before 
God; perhaps that negtect of prayer 
which has made him cut himself off 
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from Divine aid; perhaps that first 
grievous sin which affected his whole 
career?" 

You have, then, mj dear young 
friends, grave duties to each other, and 
of these I have ventured to remind 
you, because perchance the voice of a 
stranger, if it utters, without previous 
concert or arrangement, what your own 
affectionate teachers have often im- 
pressed upon you, may, by God's 
blessing, confirm and strengthen the 
suspicion which you have already be- 
gun to entertain, that you are not alone 
in the world; that you are related to 
each other, members of a Holy Body, 
the body of Christ, in which there 
should not only be no schism, that is, 
no jarring or discord, but the greatest 
harmony, the greatest mutual considera- 
tion, the most earnest care for the well- 
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doing of the whole body. Young as 
you are, you cannot escape from respon- 
sibility. You are already acting for 
Christ or against Him — in your every- 
day talk, in your every-day pursuits, 
in your choice of pleasures, in your 
eflfect upon your companions. Chris- 
tianity is not an aflfair of Sunday 
merely, or to be found simply when we 
are reading the Bible, or directly think- 
ing about it. It is, or it may be made, 
like the air which we breathe, the 
invisible but necessary accompaniment 
of our whole life. You will remember 
these words of Keble : — 

** The trivial round, the common task, 
These furnish all we ought to ask ; 
Boom to deny ourselves, a road 
To bring us daily nearer God." 

Yes, and to bring our brethren also ! 
I observed, however, that you have a 
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duty to perform, not merely to the little 
world, or, looking at it in a higher light, 
to the little Church, of your own society, 
but to the world at large, and to the 
Church at large. For the performance 
of this duty you are now being trained. 
The temptations, the struggles, which 
you meet as School-boys are only minia- 
tures, so to speak, of those which you 
will meet bye and bye. And, believe 
me, the defeats which you allow your- 
selves to experience now, or the victories 
which, by Grod's merciful aid, imparted 
in answer to prayer and by His ap- 
pointed means of grace, you obtain, will 
inevitably find their counterparts in 
your fixture career. Now, indeed, your 
influence is comparatively limited. Here- 
after, you may each of you be the centre 
of a family ; perhaps of a family in high 
place or station, where you may be able 
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to affect the destinies, certainly of a 
neighbourhood, possibly of some more 
extended social organization. Consider, 
then, I beseech you, what you are now 
doing ; what habits you are now forming. 
Consider how much your Church and 
your country will owe to a manly, 
vigorous, self-denying Christian laity 
of the middle and upper classes, and 
how much the youths whom each year 
sends forth from the Public Schools 
affect England for good or for evil. 

Grave consequences, little as you 
may imagine it, depend upon your 
employment of the advantages which 
so liberally surround you here. That 
you value them I do not doubt. I 
do not doubt that you hearts are even 
now stirred within you to desire to value 
them better. Let me ask you, then, 
my young friends (it is a part of the 
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self-denial of which I liave spoken), 
to consider the case of those who, in 
distant climes, to which their lawful 
callings, or their love for Christ's name, 
have carried them, long for such advan- 
tages, and, as yet, have them not. Yon 
have recently denied yomrselves,! know, 
to contribute to the Bishop of Lon- 
don's Fund for the needs of the Church 
at home. You will have something to 
spare to-day for Schools in the Diocese 
of Columbia, and for the Missionary 
objects of those noble and devoted men 
who are to labour in the Free State of 
Orange River, and "jeopardy their 
lives unto death." We, 1 speak in the 
names of all here, of your parents, of 
your wellwishers, of all who desire the 
prosperity of your School, will join our 
alms with yours, and with you entreat 
our Heavenly Father to accept some- 
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what back again out of that which He 
has bountifully given us. 

Amen. 



The foregoing Address was delivered on a 
special occasion, and is only printed because 
some who heard it believed that it might be made 
more extensively useful. The Author has not 
thought it necessary to omit the allusion to the 
objects for which a collection was made at the 
end of the service, because the duty of almsgiving 
is not unfrequently forgotten, even by the most 
unselfish School-boy. 
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